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EXTENDING THE SEASON

WITH EUCRYPHIAS

(]

EVERARD DANIEL

T°S A GREAT GAME, choosing our top ten,

whether it be wines or roses or even opera
divas, and dont we always manage to
squeeze at least 15 finalists into the top ten?
What about the top ten garden plant
genera? Of course, if you are reading this,
then we all know the top three, but its more
than iy life is worth to put these three into
order. So, we fill our gardens with these
glories of spring and early summer, and its
all a bit green by midsummer. Until our

The deciduous Eucryphia glutinosa

34

Chairman’s research and breeding of
summer-flowering rhododendrons bears
fruit, we have Magnolin grandiflora and
Rhododendron auriculatum and its hybrids.
So we turn to other genera and of course to
hydrangeas, those great stalwarts of the
shrubberies and rhododendron gardens, and
rightly so, as they give such colour for so
many weeks. What else do we put among
them? Walking up my garden and with an
honourable nod ‘en passant’ towards Fuchsia
magellanica, especially ‘Tricolor’, and my
wonderful Hoberia, 1 wish to commend to
you the eucryphias.

As this is a small genus of basically five
plus species and some hybrids between them,
it is a manageable genus, unlike some! Their
wild distribution is surprising and shared
with several other plants and animals,
including the opposums. This is one of the
pieces of evidence for continental drift, as
they occur both in Chile and Australia, now
so far apart but known to have once been
fused as part of a supercontinent. Curiously, I
find very few of my favourites are southern
hemisphere natives, but this group is
indispensable, as they are covered in July and
August with white flowers made up of 4
petals and a mass of stamens — they remind
me of Hypericum. The bees love them. All
eXCCpt one arc evergreeﬂ, and grOW il‘ltO lat’ge,



upright bushes or small trees. Identification is
aided by the leaves being cither single or
compound (pinnate), i.e. made up of several
leaflets like an elderberry or ash tree.

There are two contrasting species from
Chile. E. cordifolia, known locally as ulmo,
is quite widespread in the temperate
rainforest. This is the strongest grower of
them all, forming a very columnar tree with
simple somewhat

evergreen  leaves

reminiscent of holly but no prickles and
strikingly distinctive in pairs, all up the stem.
It will throw suckers from the roots and often
well away from the stem, as at Trewithen in
Cornwall, so it is easy to propagate. The
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The variety in shape of Eucryphia
leaves: (from left to right):

TOP: Australian E. moorei, E. milliganii, E. lucida.
CENTRE: Chilean E. glutinosa, E. x nymansen-
sis ‘Nymansay’, E. cordifolia.

BOTTOM: E. lucida hybrids E. x hillieri “WVin-
ton’, E. x intermedia ‘Rostrevor’, E. ‘Penwith’

Extending the Season with Encryphias

white flowers are relatively small but borne in
profusion and filled with light brown
anthers. It has a reputation for being rather
tender, so I was very encouraged to find
mature specimens at both South Lodge and
Leonardslee in Sussex, where it grows in a
relatively exposed position on high ground
near the car park. E. glutinosa (see opposite
page) is the other South American and
arguably the most useful in the average-sized
garden, as it forms a large shrub to perhaps
3m and it has two distinguishing strengths.
Firstly, it has the largest flowers in the genus,
which are filled with stamens, just like a
white version of Hypericum calycinum.
Opening in July, it is the first into flower.
Secondly, it is the only deciduous one, so it
is able to contribute valuable rich colours to
the autumn scene. It has compound leaves
with 3-5 leaflets and interestingly was first
described, in the absence of flowers, as a
species of southern beech (Fagus, now
Nothofagus). From the RHS, not only does it
have the Award of Garden Merit (AGM) but
also the First Class Certificate (FCC) twice,
for flowers and for autumn foliage. It has a
reputation for being hard to establish and
given to ‘cot death’; give it a moist, peaty soil.
Forms with double flowers {Plena Group) are
quite common, but are, to quote Bean, ‘of
lietle value’.

These two worthy Chilean parents have
been brought together by those discerning
plantswomen, the Nymans bees, who have
produced so many valuable hybrids. The
offspring are E. x nymansensis and
combine the best of both parents, being
strong, upright evergreen trees with large
rose-of-Sharon flowers. The oft-repeated
story is that there were several seedlings
known as Nymans A, Nymans B, etc, and
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Rhododendrons with Camellias and Magnolias 2005

sinesis 42

speciosa 39, 41

Swan Lake 86, 88

taliensis 39

Tear Drops 89

Tiffany 86, 87, 88

Trewithen Pink 41

Trewithen Salmon
4]

Tricolor 84, 86,
88

tunganica 40

Twilight 85

Water Lily 86, 88

Wildfire 85, 87,
89

William Honey
87

X williamsii 84,
87, 88, 89

Yours Truly 85, 89

Eucryphia
Ballerina 36
George Graham
36
Leatherwood
Cream 36
Mount Usher 36
Nymansay 36, 37
Penwich 36, 37
Pink Cloud 36
Rostrevor 37
Winton 37

Magnolia

acuminata 19, 90,
91

Ann’s Delight 21

Anya 21

Apollo 90, 91

100

Achene 18
Aurora 21
Black Tulip 18
Bubbles 23
Burgundy 21
Burncoose 17
Caerhays Belle 17,
90
Caerhays Surprise
90, 91
campbellii 18, 19,
21, 67,73, 90
campbellii ‘Dar-
jeeling’ 17, 20
campbellii subsp.
mollicomata
‘Lanarth’ 17,
19, 20
Cathryn 20
Charles Coates 90
Como 19
compressa 22
Darjeeling 17, 20
dawsoniana 90
denudata 22, 90
dianica 22, 90
dianica ‘Velvet
and Cream’ 22
doltsopa 19, 22,
23
Donna 22
Early Rose 19
Eleanor May 21
Elizabeth 90
Felix Jury 18, 21
Felix 18
fige 19, 22,23, 24
figo var. skinneri-
ana 24
Flamingo 18
Foggii 23

Golden Temple 23

Grace McDade 18

Heaven Scent 90

[an’s Red 21

Tolanthe 18

J.C. Williams 17

kobus 67, 90

Lanarth 17, 20

lanuginose 23

lliiflora 19, 20,
21,90

liliiflora ‘Nigrd
20, 90

x loebneri 22

X loebneri ‘Donna
22

Maharajah 19

Mahogany Glow
21

maudiac 23

maudiae var.
platypetala 23

Milky Way 18, 91

Mixed Up Miss
23

mollicomata 19,
67

Nancy 20

Nigra 20, 90

Pacs Delight 19

Pickard’s Ruby 20

Picture 21

Purple Globe 20

Purple Sensation
19

Red as Red 20

Red As 20

Red Lion 19

Red Star 21

Rosea 90, 91

Royal Purple 20

Ruby Star 21

Rusty 22

Ruth 20

sargentiana 90

sargentiana var,
robusta 21

Silver Cloud 22

Sir Harold Hillier
18

Smiling Face 22

X soulangeana 20,
90

X soulangeana
‘Burgundy’ 21

X soulangeana
‘Pickard’s Ruby’

20

sprenger: 90

sprengeri var. diva
20, 21

sprengeri var. diva
‘Burncoose’ 17

Star Wars 19, 20,
21

stellata 22, 90

stellata *Rosea’ 90,
91

Suishoren 22

Sweetheart 17

Touch of Pink 23

Treve Holman 17

X veitchii 21

Velvet and Cream
22

Vulecan 18, 20, 21

White Rose 22

wilsonii 67

yunnanensis 19,
22,23



Rhbododendron
Admiral Algernon
Walker 82
albrechtii 69, 79,
80
alutacewm var. rus-
sotinctum 79, 80
Amoenum 80
 Ann Cooper 12
Annapolis Royal
77
Antilope 12
araiophyllum 32
arborescens 11
arborenm 44, 67,
76,77, 82
arborenm
‘Rubaiyat’ 78
arborewm subsp.
cinnamomenm 68
arborenm subsp.
delavayi 27
arboreum subsp.
zeylanicum 72
arboreum var. rose-
um76,78,79
arizelum 70, 71
Arpege 12
Arthur Osborn
14, 15
Ascot Brilliant 82
atlanticum 11
augustinii 67, 79
auriculatum 15
Avalanche 14, 81
Aztec 82
baileyi 70
balfourianum 76
barbatum 14, 70,
72,76,77,78,
79, 82, 91

Barclay Fox 82
basilicum 83
beanianum 76
Bearrice Keir 82
Belladonna 60, 61
Blue Diamond 73
Boddaertianum
82
brachycarpum 30
Brilliancy 27
Brilliant Abbé 27
bl 16
bureavii 72
burmanicum 69
calendulacenm 11
calophytum 76, 78,
79, 81
campanulatum 68,
69, 78,79
campylocarpum 76
campylocarpum
subsp. caloxan-
thum 68, 70
campylogynum 52
camtschaticum 30
Carira 82
Cassley 12
Chanel 12
Charmant 59
chrysolepis 56, 57
ctliatum 79, 80,
91
cinnabarinum 10,
64, 74, 83
cinnabarinum
subsp.
xanthocodon
70, 80
Clivia 62
College Pink 75
Colonel Rogers 82

concatenans 12, 79
concinnoides 55,
56, 57
concinnum 55
Conroy 74
Coral Reef 12
coriacenm 78
Corinna 61
Cornish Cross 82
cumberlandense
12,13
cuneatum 80
decorum 70
decorum subsp.
diaprepes 69
Denny’s Rose 12
Denny’s White 12
denudatum 78, 79
desquamarum 79,
80
Doker-La 73
Double Winner
82
Dr Stocker 81
Eckfordianum 69
eclectenn 76
edgworthii 68
elegantulum 78
Elizabeth 14
Evening Fragrance
12
Everlasting 25, 27,
29, 30
eximium 76, 77
Jalconeri 67, 69,
70,72, 82
Fantastica 59
fargesii 78, 79
Feuerschein 61
flavantherum 506,
57

Y”(!I‘\'

flavidum 15, 16
floribundum 78
Fortune 67
Jortunei 65
Fragrantissimum
77
Fred Wynniatt 60,
61
Sfulgens 69
futlvoides 78
[fitlvum 69, 76
Galactic 82
Gartendirector
Rieger 75
Gaul 82
Goldbrokat 62
Goldprinz 59
Goldsprenkel 60
Goldstueck 60
Goldzwerg 62
Gordian 61
Grace Seabrook
74
grandia 83
grievsonianum 15
griffithianum 69,
82
Hachmann’s Pico-
bello 61
Helena Pratt 12
heliolepis 69
hemsleyanum 73
Heneage 82
hodgsonii 67, 70
hookeri 67
bunnewellianum
69
hylaeum 76
hyperythrum 80
impeditum 16
Impi 15

101









































